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Joe Lockhart: Good afternoon and welcome to today's #Shadowbriefing.   
 
Let me start with something the President said in the Oval Office today.  In response to 
a question, @realDonaldTrump said: "Ultimately, I'm always right."   
 
In order to back up that statement, we've prepared a fact sheet. On many of the things 
the President has ultimately been right on.  
 
It's an incomplete list, because he's said a lot about a lot of things: 1) Climate Change--
the weather is indeed different than it was yesterday. 2) Vladimir Putin -- he's a true 
friend and ally of the United States 3) Neo-Nazis and white supremacists are very fine 
people. 4) The tax cut would reduce the deficit. 5) Ivanka and Marla. 6) Every Casino he 
owned 7) Almost every business deal he made 7) Obama born in Kenya. 8) Flynn and 
Manafort. 9) Preibus and Kelly 10) Stormy Daniels and Michael Cohen 11) The 
Constitution 12) The Muslim Ban 13) Billy Bush 14) Repeal and Replace 15) Jared 16) 
The Mueller report 17) No obstruction 18) Doing the Lester Holt interview 19) Ordering 
McGhan to lie 20) Firing Jim Comey.   
 
Consider this a living document and feel free to add all the other things the President 
has been ultimately right about.   
 
Now, I'm happy to take your questions but don't be surprised if my answer is the 
President is always right.   
 
Q. From CIA Today:  What did the President mean yesterday when he said he wouldn't 
use intel assets against Chairman Kim and what did he mean today when he said I 
didn't mean it but I said it?  
 
A. Let me take the second one first.  He did say it, it’s unclear if he meant it and it’s a 
possibility that he took himself out of context.   But whatever, he's always right.  On the 
first one I'm not sure I should be announcing this, but I read a classified document today 
and why not, seemed kind of interesting.   
 



 

The President is getting ready to announce a new cost savings plan for consolidating 
Americas intelligence operations.  We spend tens of billions every year, for information 
the President does not trust and certainly doesn't read.  His plan is to lay off most of our 
operatives and analysts and outsource the work locally.   
 
For example, for intelligence on Russia, the President will be signing an MOU with the 
KGB to provide intel on Putin and the Russians. It's cheaper and who knows the 
Russians and Putin better than the KGB (don't tweet @me, I know they're not called the 
KGB anymore, just trying to keep it simple). The same goes for North Korea, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria and China.  We will we will continue to use our own resources to spy on 
our allies in Europe and Asia.  Don't trust their intelligence services, they do things like 
dossiers.  It's a win, win for America--that's a direct quote from @realDonaldTrump and 
you know—ultimately, he's always right. 
 
Q. From Nobody Reads it Budget Daily: The Chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee now admits the tax cut is not only not budget neutral it will increase 
the deficit this year alone by more than 40%.  Does POTUS think. he misled the public?   
 
A. You're damn right he does. That was the whole plan.  Every economist and business 
analyst said the tax cut would balloon the deficit, not increase job growth or wages and 
help only the wealthy.  With all that stacked up against us, our only option was to 
mislead the public.  Otherwise it didn't have a chance of passing Congress.  Well that's 
not exactly true since every Republican also knew the facts and were for it anyway. see-
-the President was right again.   
 
Q. Does the President have any reaction to Don Jr. testifying again today in front of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee?  
 
A. Not at all, in addition to executive privilege, spousal privilege, accountant’s privilege, 
and lawyer client privilege, the President is confident my son is too stupid to know what 
the law is so is immune from prosecution privilege. It's in the Constitution Trump says 
and he's...well you know.   
 
Q. From The Daily Stormer: Is there a reason why Rep. Steve King was not on Air 
Force One yesterday?   
 
A. He was invited but his robes and hood got delayed at the dry cleaner and he never 
goes home to Iowa Without them.  
 
Q. Did the President order the F-35 flyover today at the White House? 
 
A. I can emphatically deny that report.   
 
Q. Well who did then?   
 



 

A. There is a secret program at the White House called “Operation Shiny 
Object.”  Whenever the cable goes out and POTUS can't watch Fox News, we have to 
create some sort of distraction so he doesn't do something rash like start a 
thermonuclear war.  The reality is he watches cable news all day and when the service 
is interrupted it's like shutting down the govt here.  So, we've got contingencies. 
 
Q. From an Overworked Media Reporter: Staying on Fox for a minute, does the 
President agree with Fox Anchor Shep Smith who said everyone in America should 
read the Mueller report? 
 
A. The President wishes Mr. Smith a speedy recovery and regrets he won't be on Fox 
anymore. What? Oh shit, can I take back that last answer?  Smith doesn't know he's 
sick yet and will be taking an indefinite leave of absence.  Please, just don't report that 
yet, professional courtesy and all that.   
 
Q. Does the President have a reaction to Bernie Sander's defense of Democratic 
Socialism?   
 
A. The President opposes both. 
 
Q. Both what?  
 
A. Democracy and Socialism.  If you don't know that, you have not been paying 
attention.  Now pay attention. (I hear reporters love to be lectured especially by editors 
who haven't moved from their comfortable chair in a decade.  
 
Q Any special plans for the President's birthday?  
 
A. No big plans this week.  The President will be revealing soon that he was actually 
born on the Fourth of July (and is only 61 years old) and he plans to celebrate his 
birthday on Mall with all his friends.  Everyone's invited to celebrate Donald.   
 
Q. From First Responders Monthly: does the President have a reaction to Jon 
Stewart's impassioned hill testimony yesterday?  
 
A. The President is eternally grateful that Stewart was no longer doing The Daily Show 
when he ran for President.  He right about everything and he knew he'd have no shot. 
There are many more questions, but I don't want to keep people from working on their 
lists of what the President was ultimately always right about.  Tweet them to 
@joelockhart your Shadow Briefer and we will keep the list updated.   
 
Don't forget to listen to @WMM_podcast you'll be smarter for it, and to rent your formal 
wear from Tony's Tuxedo's and call Tony's, we meet by accident, towing when you total 
your car.  Great sponsors we have. 

 


