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Joe Lockhart: Welcome to the Delayed Shadow Briefing brought to by @Delta whose 
new motto is the first 250 miles are easy, it's the last 15 yards to the gate that's a bitch 
and takes two hours.  But enough about me, let's get t the news of the day.  Much has 
been made of @realDonaldTrump reaction to the now famous cough.   
 
Not since I "coughed" the first time for my pediatrician have I had such strong feelings 
about that simple act.  The criticism of the President is entirely unfair and this is all on 
Acting Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney's fault. 
 
Mick, I like to call him Mick, has been dining out on town for the last few moths about he 
runs the WH much better the Reince, I don't like calling him Reince, or General 
Kelly.  He says the best strategy is to just let Trump be Trump.  Let his true character 
play out. 
 
Well Mick how'd they play for you. A national tv audience of millions got to see Trump 
be Trump...a guy who is just a dick through and through.  No way around 
this.  Everyone else knew the game was to hide the real Trump.  But no, Mick, you 
knew better than the rest. 
 
Consensus of the staff today is no sympathy, but we're not hard hearted...we all think 
it's really good that you didn't sneeze then you would have been toast.  I know you all 
thought the President did great and that's exactly why he encouraged everyone to tune 
in. 
 
POTUS was a little puzzled by the fact that a rerun of America's funniest videos doubled 
his rating.  You know he's never been too concerned about ratings.  Actually, he's a little 
pissed.  But we mollified him by telling him that there were kids in cages separated from 
their families and he know's that's ratings gold and hard to compete with.  Let's take 
some questions.   
 
Q. From Sophie in the back: POTUS seemed to indicate he wouldn't mind releasing all 
his financial information to the public but the lawyers were objecting.  Hasn't he made it 
clear that his boy Barr, Freddy Flintstone as he calls him, runs Justice and does 
whatever he tells him to?  



 

 A. Well in some respect that's true. Counselor Flintstone is better than having a 
defense lawyer.  He's the defense lawyer and the prosecutor all in one.  And since 
his boy Barr is not afraid to tell Judges to stick it up their ass, he's a perfect AG.  But on 
this issue, as much as the President wants to release his tax returns or give them to the 
House as the law demands, breaking a law and getting away with it Trumps being able 
to tell Justice what to do.   
 
Q. Should we believe Trump that he never tried to fire Mueller or McGahn or four other 
White House aides under oath saying he did?   
 
A. That's an easy one, believe POTUS.  Why, because he was smart enough not to 
testify under oath. McGhan, on the other hand, was under the harsh lights of the SC for 
more than 30 hours.  I hear it took them that long to break him.  Waterboarding, pulling 
out finger nails, all sort of nasty shit.  But he broke, according to Barr is telling people at 
the bar at the Trump Hotel when they made him start listening to Trump speeches on a 
loop.  All the other staff heard the stories and broke immediately.  They all said the 
President is right, no matter what the issue.  It's right in the report, according to the 
President. 
 
Q. The President made an outrageous number of false statements during his interview 
with ABC.  Aren't you concerned that he lies repeatedly on things that can be proven?  
 
A. You know I saw some washed up over the hill former press secretary tweet that his 
lying was a sign of mental illness.  What a maroon.  It's not mental illness, its a 
gift.  Most liars have a tell, they sweat or stammer.  For Trump, lying is like breathing, 
well breathing a little heavily that is.  And the proven wrong stuff, he handled that in his 
VFW speech 
 
Don't believe what you see, don't believe what you hear.  Trust nothing except the 
President.  Pure genius. Everyone who criticizes him is just jealous of his gift.   
 
Q. The President called the Dem candidates a Motley Crew.  Is that really Presidential? 
 
A, Listen, he'd agree it's probably not, but until the media stops eating it up, he's gonna 
keep doing it.  He's said on multiple occasions that he can't believe how stupid the 
press is when it comes to his lame nicknames.  He now thinks its his best chance to win 
reelection. 
 
Q. The President seems to be banging the drum on Iran.  Are we closer to war today 
than last week?   
 
A. This is a tough one for Trump.  He doesn't trust his intelligence services and he has 
no Secretary of Defense.  And he's suspicious of Pompeo because he's overweight. 
 



 

To make it worse, the IC doesn't trust Trump so they keep things from him.  So, it's hard 
to know if we'll be going to war for the right reason.  I asked him about it earlier and he 
said can't be worse than going to war the last time on fake intelligence. 
 
Q. There is a report in the @nytimes about the youngest child separated from their 
family.  Has the POTUS read it?   
 
A. Read it, he's got it framed.  
 
Here's the thing, sometimes you have to step out of character.  The reason for 
these briefings is to surface the questions that the WH refuses to answer.  The 
answers are not really important are mostly to poke fun at Trump and his 
team.  But there is nothing funny about this story.  It's devastating.  It's 
heartbreaking.  And it reveals the soulless, immoral asshole the POTUS is.   
 
This is the single most inhumane policy this country has implemented for more 
than half a century. And our President has never given a second thought.  Never 
thought about how cruel it is to the families.  How children will never recover. 
Never a thought for anything but himself, and looking tough.   
 
Mr. President, I'm sorry your father screwed you up the way he did.  But there is 
no excuse for what you are doing now and you are bringing shame on yourself 
and on our country.  Get over yourself and reverse this policy. 
 
Today is the day if I actually worked at the White House I would resign in 
protest.  Anyone with an ounce of a soul or self-respect who does work there 
should resign immediately -- if you don't you'll be forever complicit in the crimes 
against humanity your boss commits with regularity and ease.   
 
Show some courage, show some self-respect. RESIGN NOW.  But since I don't 
actually work for the White House, I'll just keep plugging away doing briefings 
since it’s been 98 days since they've done one. 
 
Will be back tomorrow hopefully minus the self-righteous rage. 
 
 

 


