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June 20, 2019 

 
Joe Lockhart: Welcome to the National Security Emergency edition of the 
#ShadowBriefing.  
 
Let me start with some facts. We enter today's crisis without a Secretary of Defense. 
Yes, it's been six months and in normal circumstances that might be a problem.  But 
let's be honest nothing is normal around here, who's kidding who.  
 
Second, it's been a hundred and one days since the WH briefing room has been used to 
for anything but bring your kids to work day and it's been over a year since the 
Pentagon has held a formal briefing.  This is all leading up to something 
 
Third, the President has been all over the map on this. He unilaterally withdrew from the 
Iran agreement.  That agreement was basically giving Iran back the money we'd frozen 
decades ago in US banks and lift sanctions in return for them stopping their nuclear 
program. 
 
So, in withdrawing we gave the Iranians everything they wanted and then pulled out 
when we starting getting what we wanted with nothing in return.  Sounds a little crazy 
doesn't it.  I hope you're beginning to see the point.  But let me go on in case you're 
missing it. 
 
Over the past month, the President has vacillated between bellicose and meek.  He's 
also allowed his advisers to argue publicly exposing fault line in our policy.  So, all of 
that set the stage for today.   
 
The Congress doesn't know what we'll do, the media doesn't know what our policy is 
and the public is in the dark.  Except for the MAGA folks who started in the dark so 
they’re ok.  Yep, that's our policy.  Keep everyone guessing, it could be WWIII or it could 
have been a 400Lb Iranian kid in his mother's basement with cool anti-aircraft weapons. 
 
No one knows what to do -- including the President. But, wait for it, the Iranians don't 
know what to expect and that puts us in a position of strength.  In fact, they'll just have 
to continue escalating this until they found out what we'll do.  Wait, that sounded 
better in the meeting this morning.  That's probably in the not good category.  So, to 



 

recap, I don't know what's going on and that's a good thing. Now let me take some 
questions.  
 
Q From @mmfa Fox News: Seems gearing up for war almost goading the President 
into launching an attack? 
 
A. There is no doubt the President will take the views of @FoxNews very seriously.  He 
considers @SeanHannity and @SteveDoocy to be key policy advisers especially on 
Iran and military strategy.  Absent any other info he may just outsource the decision to 
Fox.  You have to understand.  The President needs Fox News.  How else can he keep 
his supporters brain washed?  He certainly doesn't have a policy response that will 
speak to them.  So, if Fox wants a war, they'll probably get one and they'll cover it well. 
 
 
Q. Ernie from Stars and Stripes: Some have complained that the Chicken Hawk wing 
of the GOP is running the show.  
 
Can you assure America that we won't go to war to satisfy a bunch of hawks who were 
too chicken to go to war themselves?   
 
A. Let me clear that up right now. The President is no hawk.  There is nothing hawkish 
about him.  He's 1005 pure chicken.  So, no Dick Cheney this time.   
 
Q. Has the President consulted with anyone on the outside for advice? 
 
A. Yes, Franklin Graham and Jerry Falwell Jr.  It seems that God and Hope Hicks are 
no longer returning his calls so he needed a view from the top.  I've heard from several 
sources that God is for a massive strike, but I can't confirm that.  Any other questions on 
Iran-- 
 
Q. Was the President called in the middle of the night and informed of the situation? 
 
A. Of course not.  He was asleep and what did you expect him to do about it.  Also he 
just would have started tweeting about it and you know how that goes.   
 
Q. Does the President have a reaction to Joe Biden's comments on Senator Eastland?  
 
A. @realDonaldTrump told me he just doesn't understand Biden's reasoning and 
disagrees with his approach.   
 
The President has made clear that he loves the bigots that used to be in the Democratic 
Party, that's why he used to be a Democrat before switching.  So, he can't understand 
why Biden took issue with them on Civil Rights.  What he really doesn't get is this idea 
that. you need to work with people you don't agree with and that you don't like.  Talk 
about some crazy shit.  We only work with people we like/intimidate (thats all 
Republicans) and only take care of people who voted for us.  That Biden is nuts.    
 



 

Q. Does the President have a reaction to Hope Hicks' testimony yesterday?  
 
A. POTUS was pleased as punch. She wouldn't even tell them where she sat. That 
must have really pissed them off.  He's very happy people seem to have accepted 
this total immunity thing.  It was Trump's idea.  He said it's like Chapter 11 for all the 
businesses that he screwed up over time.  Total immunity from any responsibility.  He 
also thinks if he didn't have to testify why should anyone else.  It's called leadership. 
 
Q.  Any reaction to reports that Jared is being investigated for bank fraud? 
 
A. The President would be happy if Jared could become Manafort's roommate for the 
next couple decades as long as they don't touch Ivanka.  That's the problem.  although 
he's going to waive spousal privilege so Ivanka has to rat out Jared.  It's part of his 
overall plan to put Jared in the big house, deport Gisele as an illegal immigrant and get 
Ivanka married to Tom Brady.  If he can do that while he's President, when will he ever 
have the opportunity again. It's called operation inflate gate.   
 
Q. Any plans to use the briefing room for alternative activities?   
 
A. The President has been consulting with Jeffrey Epstein and Alan Dershowitz about 
turning it into a high-end adult playroom type of thing.  He got the idea from the Mooch 
 
Last question-- 
 
Q. Wouldn't you concede that it would be better to have  @HillaryClinton as President 
right now as a steady handed experienced foreign policy expert.   
 
A. No.   
 
Q. Why not?  
 
A. Her emails. 
 
One more.  
 
Q. Will the President be watching the Democratic Debates next week?   
 
A.  Watching?  He's signed a deal to do analysis for @foxnews and infowars for all the 
debates - got a good deal to and everything will be anchored from a Trump property.  
 
SWEET 
 
 
 

 


